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Tytiana’s journey reflects resilience and
hope, showcasing the transformative
power of Community of Hope in her
family’s life.

A Letter from Kelly

I've enjoyed this year of strategic planning, including listening to the wisdom of you —
our supporters, our patients and clients, community leaders, and our staff as we
IMAGINE our next five years together. I've been encouraged by this quote from Oprah
Winfrey “Anything you can imagine, you can create!” Throughout this year, we re-
affirmed our imagination that tfogether we can make Washington, DC more equitable—
where health disparities no longer exist, housing is affordable, and communities truly
thrive. We've got a few more dreams to finalize and look forward to announcing a
new strategic plan in early 2025 but are excited by a bunch of announcements in
these pages that will help us ensure this bright future. Thank you for joining us as we
imagine and create together!

President and CEO

Caring for Families. Improving Lives. Leading Change.
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Community of Hope Loves Maria!
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Community of Hope honors Maria Weber with the 2024 Tom Nees Award
for Exceptional Service for her decades of volunteerism, generosity, and
leadership.

Maria is driven by Bryan Stevenson’s quote that “We can't change the world
if we are not willing to get close to those who are suffering.” Maria became
involved with Community of Hope after college, inspired by her younger
brother's volunteerism in our children’s program. Her mother initiated the
family's long-standing tradition of participating in holiday giving.

Over the years, Maria's involvement has been extensive and impactful. She
has served on the board since 2016 and helped navigate two strategic
plans. She Co-Chaired Night of Hope and invited dozens of friends to get
involved. She has also served on three committees, volunteered at events,
coordinated diaper deliveries, and stepped up in a truly unique role—helping
behind the scenes at the COVID testing center during the pandemic. She
describes those months as “some of my happiest because, during such a
difficult time, smiles were still so bright!”

Maria loves the organization’s holistic approach, commitment to equity, and
willingness to make bold statements that other organizations might shy away
from. Her admiration for the staff and fellow volunteers shows a shared
dedication to true community involvement.

She balances her volunteerism with her hobbies and family, finding fulfillment
in activities like rock climbing, hiking, and traveling. Her family, including her
supportive husband, lee, and son, Braden who share her dedication to
service and community engagement.

Maria's contributions to Community of Hope have not
only provided essential services but have also
strengthened the fabric of our community. She is a
testament to the power of dedicated volunteers and the
profound impact they can have on the lives of others.
We are grateful for her service.

We thank
Maria Weber for

also being a
Sustainer of Hope.

This award — given in memory of our founder, Tom
Nees — recognizes its recipient for their long-standing,
deeply-impacting service to the people who turn to
Community of Hope for help.



Hope Happenings

Community of Hope and United Health Foundation
Partner to Enhance Chronic Disease Care

Community of Hope is deeply grateful to the United Health
Foundation for a three-year, $3 million partnership to
improve health outcomes for residents with chronic
conditions in the District, particularly in Wards 7 and 8. This
partnership will enhance and expand our chronic disease
management program. Our Community Health Worker
program, funded since 2022 by DC Health to serve people
with hypertension, will now support people diabetes and
asthma. We'll double our nutrition counseling, will reduce
preventable  hospitalizations  through  enhanced  care

Anita Burrows is managing her chronic
disease after the help of a Community
Health Worker. Scan here to read her sto;y’

coordination, and will hire a nurse to help patients who have
been hospitalized transition back into home and primary
care. Thank you, United Health Foundation!

Back to School with Hope

In August, we had an amazing Back to School event, providing free
backpacks, supplies, health screenings, and entertainment. Thanks to the
support of our community, we raised 2,300 backpacks, with almost 1,500
given fo students during the event, despite the rain, and hundreds more
were shared in health appointments, home visits and more before school
started. Over 1,550 attendees and 80 volunteers helped make the day a
success. Special thanks to the DC Public Library, Amazon Housing Equity
Fund, and so many others for partnering with us!

Our CEO Named as an Innovator in Healthcare

Our incredible President and CEO, Kelly Sweeney McShane,
has been honored as an Innovator in Health Care and
received the Women’s Health Advocate Award from the
Washington Business Journal! For over 20 vyears, Kelly's
leadership has transformed lives in DC by improving
healthcare access and promoting housing stability, making a

WASHINGTON BUSINESS JOURNAL

INNOVATORS®

LELLT SWLENEY MOSmAN
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lasting impact on women and families. Thank you, Kelly, for " U

INNOVATORS,

your dedication to building stronger, healthier communities!

ANGELA B THOMAS

Community of Hope Wins Top Rating

We're excited to share that Community of Hope has earned Charity
Navigator’s top rating — 4 Stars! This recognition highlights our
accountability, financial health, impactful programs, leadership, and
adaptability. When you give, volunteer, or shout us out, you can be
confident that your support is making a real difference. Thank you for 3
believing in our mission fo build thriving communities in DC!

Charlty
Nawga'ror
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1. Carrie VanRoekel, Emily Madan, and Sara O Keefe light up the
evening with beaming smiles.

2. Event co-chairs Erica and David Farbat, alongside Jenna
Kirkpatrick Howard and Adam Howard, strike a pose with Kelly
Sweeney McShane for a memorable moment.

3. Trish Jackson, Navoda Wickramasinghe, Raina and Jojo Varghase,
and Vincent Ratliff are all smiles, soaking in the energy of the night.

4. Judith Lyons enthusiastically steps up during the Give Hope
Moment, eager to make a difference.

5. Anelia and Fitzroy Bertrand pause to create a lasting memory at the
Night of Hope.

6. Umi Farrell and Marisa Parnella show their double support with
big hearts.

7. Selfie time! Sharon Wise and Val Suarez capture the perfect shot to
celebrate the night in style.

8. Ryan McCabe, Thaddeus Ross, Portia Quarles, and Ege Berber
share a picture-perfect moment during the event.

9. Delia Gongalves, Director of Ceremonies, welcomes guests with
warmth and excitement to the unforgettable Night of Hope.

10. Pamela Lumpe, Julie and Kevin Willard, and Amanda Petty gather
together for a group shot that captures the evening’s spirit.

Night of Hope was full of memorable Jg-vka-

moments. View more here!

On Friday, October 5, Night of Hope: IMAGINE
brought together a vibrant “Community of Hope”—
about 350 donors, clients, volunteers, sponsors, staff,
and business leaders—fo envision a more equitable
Washington, DC. The event raised over $512,000 to
support Community of Hope's work. Held at the
InterContinental  Washington DC-The Wharf, the
evening was hosted by Emmy Award-winning journalist
Delia Gongalves, now Vice President, External Affairs,
COMTO. Special guest Tytiana Johnson shared her
inspiring journey of hope and transformation (see her
story on page 6). Amazon and 33 other sponsors

provided foundational support for the night.

Thank you to our committee!

Erica and David Farhat, co-chairs

Annabelle and BJ Lockhart

Jenna Kirkpatrick Howard and Ray and Jen Martz

Adam Howard, co-chairs John and Ann McAllister
Frank Boyd and Kathleen Michael and Krista McGee
Montgomery Boyd Melissa McGuire and
Jennifer Chilton and Andy Miller

Christoph Hundack Elizabeth C. Mitchell
Monique T. Diop Kellen Moore and
Ryan and Christina Duffy Erin Henderson Moore
Denise and Geoffrey Eaton Vincent and Kristus Raliff
Lisa Gold Ellen Riddleberger and
Drew Hubbard and Nick Tabbal

Faith Gibson Hubbard Susan Saulny
AJ Jensen and Jay Louvis Maria and Lee Weber
Chris and Carole Kerns Kevin and Julie Willard

Thank you to our sponsors!

Amazon National Cooperative Bank
Centene & Fidelis Care of New William C. Smith & Co
Jersey United Bank

Emily & Raj Madan USI Insurance

McAllister & Quinn Commercial Real Estate

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher,

Advisors

and Flom LLP Elissa and Tom Davidson
Bloomberg Philanthropies Henry’s Soul Café
CareFirst BlueCross BlueShield Hunton Andrews Kurth
City First Bank Montage Development
Horning Management Sara and Peter O'Keefe
KPMG Orchid Affairs Wedding &
Lockton Companies Event Planning
Sibley Memorial Hospital Palm Facility Services
Amerigroup District of Columbia  Pontius Tax Law PLLC
AmeriHealth Caritas SB and Company

District of Columbia United Healthcare
Capital City Protective Solutions Community Healthplan
Health Services for Children with ~ Visionary Eye Doctors
Special Needs Kevin and Julie Willard
MedStar Family Choice DC
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Thriving With Support: Tytiana’s Journey
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This year, Tytiana spoke at our Night of Hope: IMAGINE, sharing how
Community of Hope has positively impacted her and her children.

“When things got rough—ijuggling family struggles,
financial problems, and even trauma from my brother
getting shot—Community of Hope stepped in,” says
Tytiana Johnson, a mom and longtime Community of
Hope patient. “The homeless prevention program gave
us a place to land when we had nowhere else to go —
it gave us a way to move forward, even when things felt
impossible.”

Tytiana Johnson’s journey with Community of Hope is a
story of resilience, anchored in the search for stable
housing. Through the housing services offered by
Community of Hope, her family found a lifeline and
began their path toward stability.

In 2020, while five months pregnant with her first child,
Olivia, Tytiana’s life took a terrifying turn. As she
walked home, gunshots rang out on her street. The shots
hit her house, wounding her 14-year-old brother and
leaving her family in shock. “I was in disbelief,” Tytiana
shared during her powerful speech at our Night of
Hope event. “It was at THAT MOMENT | knew things
had to be better for me and Olivia.”

After the shooting, Community of Hope's homelessness
prevention team stepped in. Tytiana and her family
were provided with emergency housing vouchers,
helping them move to a safer environment. “Living
through that trauma made it clear we couldn’t stay there
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there,” she said. "My case manager understood
exactly what we needed." This new housing
provided Tytiana with a foundation of safety and
stability critical as she prepared for motherhood.
While housing was at the heart of her
transformation, Community of Hope's support
extended far beyond shelter. Through the midwifery
program, led by Dr. Ebony Marcelle, Tytiana
received prenatal and postpartum care through both
of her pregnancies, ensuring the safe births of her
daughter, Olivia, and son, TyZano. “Having a
midwife was lifechanging,” she said. “They
supported me in ways | can’t even describe.”

She also received emotional wellness services from
therapist Esperanza Zhang, helping her process
trauma and manage postpartum challenges. Tytiana
continues to rely on the Bellevue Family Success
Center, where Mr. Eugene, her success specialist,
assists her with everyday needs—from finding
essential resources to helping her apply for her CNA
license.

Olivia, Tytianas’s daughter, having fun before her dental
appointment at our Conway Health and Resource Center.

Now, as a mother of two, Tytiana is focused on
giving her children what she never had: a stable
home and a secure future. “I used to carry my life in
a backpack, not knowing where 1'd sleep next,” she
reflected. “Now, I'm giving my kids the stability |
never had.”

Her journey is a testament to the impact of housing
support combined with comprehensive care. For
Tytiana, Community of Hope remains more than a
resource—it is the anchor that has helped her build a
future filled with hope and security.



Community of Hope

Grows to Serve More

People Experiencing

For almost 45 years, Community of
Hope has been working to make
homelessness rare, brief, and non-
recurring—especially for families with
children but also for a growing
number of individuals. Unfortunately,
the need for these services only
seems fo grow. DC experienced a
growth of 14% among people
experiencing homelessness and with
limited rental assistance and high
rental prices this challenge is gefting
harder. So, we are stepping up to
serve MORE people!

Starting in December, we are excited
to begin caring for up to 50 families
at The Aya, a shortterm housing site
in Ward 6 near Nationals Park. This
shelter provides a safe place to sleep
while  families seek their own
apartments.

Already this year, we have welcomed
a new site for permanent supportive
housing, The Paxton Apartments,
where we partnered with Foulger-
Pratt. We'll provide two individuals
and 13 families, including families in

Homelessness

hard-tofind 3-bedroom units, with
supportive case management to
ensure their longterm housing and
family sustainability.

With initiatives like The Aya and The
Paxton, Community of Hope is
deepening its commitment to address
homelessness in Washington, DC.
With your support, we will continue
to make a lasting impact on our
community.

We’re doing MORE to care for families. Will you join us?

HOLIDAY
CHEER
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Give to our annual Holiday
Cheer campaign. With new
families joining us before the
holidays, we have a goal to
give every family a $75 gift
card and every individual a $50
gift card. This allows parents the
power to choose — which
4 Present fo surprise their child
with, or what special meal to
prepare. This allows you the
opportunity to bring holiday

Here are some ways!

spirit to our children and
families.

To make a Holiday Cheer gift or to collect with a group
contact development@cohdc.org or visit
www.communityofhopedc.org/holidaycheer.

Commit now to volunteer at the
new Fam-Club when we launch
at our new shelter — The Ayal
We expect to double the number
of volunteer opportunities and
invite you to join us for these
family enrichment evenings.
You'll care for families by
playing games, reading books,
and engaging fun activities.
Reach out to
volunteer@cohdc.org to learn
more about the schedule and get
signed up!






