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202.407.7747 POSTAGE PAID . Kenya Costley had always envisioned the perfect
b Permit No. 2316 future—becoming a nurse and traveling the world.
CO mmun It Washington, DC 0 mmun |I' But, after the passing of her beloved father—everything

immediately changed. She was faced with the
H 0 P m H O P challenges of unstable housing. While dealing with
grief, unemployment, and the bills of her father’s

estate, Kenya had no choice but to move in with
her partner and later became pregnant. “It was very

saddening because I didn’t see my life like that. I

N eWS I e II"I. e r couldn't raise a child at 18.”

b Feeling discouraged by her current situation, Kenya
Fu " 2020 found hope when she started receiving prenatal services at Community of Hope’s
%. Bl United m Family Health and Birth Center. “I love it there [Family Health and Birth Center].
yCFC Way R >/ Every time I go, they know who I am. The staff are always nice and get you into a
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Inside This Issue: good mood.”

. Kenya faced more disappointment when she was informed that she couldnt have a
Honoring the Legacy of Yost Conner p2 | birth center delivery due to her high-risk pregnancy. Kenyas situation continued to

Hope Happenings p2 worsen as she and her partner started facing relationship issues and she once again

) ) found herself looking for somewhere to live. For the next several months, this young,
Connecting with You p3 expectant mother house-hopped. Despite it all, Kenya’s focus remained on the health
Holiday Cheer Campaign p4 of her baby and herself. Although Kenya endured a lot mentally and emotionally

while pregnant, nothing could have prepared her for what she would experience
during labor and delivery. “The doctors couldn’t get my son out quick enough. He
came out and wasn’t crying.”

\ (Kenyas story continues on page 3)]

g amazon " From the Desk of Kelly Sweeney McShane

Dear Friends,

HOII 2020 will be a year for the history books. Through it all, Community of Hope’s work is more
important than ever! Community of Hope remains on the front lines in some of the most under-
resourced communities in DC—providing quality health care and emotional wellness support for
those most in need of healthcare, offering community-based COVID testing, and keeping families

safely housed while helping families in shelter find employment and their own homes.

Plan to do some holiday shopping?
Choose Community of Hope as your selected
AmazonSmile charity and a portion of your sale will
benefit our work!

Give Holiday Cheer this Season!

Can you believe that the holidays are near? You can give holiday

In the midst of all this, we have renewed our commitment to a bold vision that everyone in
Washington, DC has good health, a stable home, family-sustaining income, and a hope-filled

Also, go to www.communityofhopedc.org/wishlist to
find items to help our families settle into

cheer this season by providing Target giftcards or funds for our \ their new homes. future. In fact, we are starting a ‘y'ear—long celebratiqn of 40 years of rna}king this vision reality
. . . . for tens of thousands of DC families. We are a year into our new Strategic Plan, which includes
newly re-envisioned Holiday Cheer Campaign. Our goal is to ( B d f D' I- \ some exciting and innovative programs. I invite you to join an upcoming series of webinars—
raise $30,000 to give che'e'r a.r.ld help crea.te joyful memories our 0 Irec ors . Conversations of Hope—on October 30, November 6 and 13 to learn more about these new
for nearly 630 families in our housing program. Dr. Tabari Baker, Chair Alyce McFarland initiatives.
With your support, we can do it! With your gift, families have Sl WO,OdS’ Vitge Claefty  Wislhis ,MCGulre o As you read our fall newsletter, be inspired by our stories of hope, exciting new partnerships, and highlights of our innovative approaches.
. . - Stepfan Martin, Secretary Nnamdi Nwachukwu . . : i
the choice on how to celebrate the holidays together, enjoying ) ) All of this would not be possible without your generous support. Thank you!
their own special traditions. Caty Poulin, Treasurer Ingrid Scott
Beniam Ado Keven Vance . Itisan honor to serve at the helm of this anchor organization dedicated to caring, quality services for the most vulnerable in our city—
To make a Holiday Cheer gift or collect with your workplace, David Erewster Maria Web.er pirtici:farly durritng thesicilcharllltcizﬁgintg ti)mes. I Iam n}:lrrcl)ui oli oufr impa;ttl andf;aziﬁxci;e;i;bortlltxczlz‘oboldrvi:;(:inbfor tr}11§ future. With your
community, or faith group, contact development@cohdc.org or = | Catherine Buell Heather Wise . ONEOINg SUpport, we Wit CONTIAUE to be & WElcomiNg hofhe Tor COunTiess e lormene Y eyone
visit our website communityofhopedc.org/holidaycheer. Christopher Earley - With gratitude,

©0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000°

000 0 000 000000000000 0000000000000 0C0O0CFCOCOGONOINOINONONONOEONONONOEOOS,

Each family will receive a gift card, so please consider giving in $25 or $50 increments. | K Kelly Sweeney McShane, President and CEO j
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If you do not wish to receive this publication in the future, please email development@cohdc.org or call 202.407.7747 . President and CEO

/communityothopedc , @cohdc @cohdc m www.communityothopedc.org Caring for Families. Improving Lives. Leading Change.



Honoring the Legacy of Yost Conner
By Kelly Sweeney McShane

In 2015, Community of Hope created the Tom Nees Award for Exceptional Service to
recognize its recipient for their long-standing, deeply-impacting service to the women, men,
and children who turn to Community of Hope for help. This year, we are presenting this award
posthumously to J. Yost Conner, Jr.

In about 2008, as Community of Hope was undertaking an ambitious goal of building what is
now the Conway Health and Resource Center (CHRC), we were connected with Yost — thanks
to the assistance of the DC Bar Pro Bono Center. Then a partner at Patton Boggs (now Squire
Patton Boggs), Yost worked hand in hand with me for over a decade on every aspect of real
estate law as we built CHRC as well as in taking on additional smaller real estate issues along the
way. Because of the thousands of hours of work that Yost dedicated in service to Community
- | of Hope, we have provided quality medical, dental, and behavioral health services to thousands
Yost (R) with his mother, Ammic Conner (C),  of people at our Ward 8 location. During our work together, Yost shared that he was a survivor
and his partner, Sam Taylor (L). of cancer, which is why our work always meant so much to him. Yost knew that access to
healthcare is so much more challenging for those without resources and in under-resourced
communities. Unfortunately, Yost passed away from cancer on April 12, 2020. At the celebration of his life, his family all told me that
one of the things Yost was most proud of was his work at Community of Hope.

Yost’s favorite motto was “Don't Postpone Joy.” That phrase has really resonated with me, especially in these times, and I have shared
them with many others on our staff. Community of Hope will be forever grateful to Yost. His work, words, and impact will continue
to ripple outwards for many years to come—even to those who never knew him.

- )
Hope Happenings — TR
The Bellevue Family Success Center is Officially Open! o

Community of Hope is one of 10 new Family Success Centers in Wards 7 and 8, launched on

October 1 by Mayor Muriel Bowser and the DC Child and Family Services Agency Families ‘ 4
First DC initiative. The Bellevue Family Success Center is located at Community of Hope’s E { =
Conway Health and Resource Center. We are proud to be a one-stop shop for Bellevue : ’ .\‘
residents and other neighbors to get connected to resources we provide, a resource specialist to
connect to other community supports, and more emotional wellness services including new
self-care-focused partnerships. Community of Hope held a socially-distant event on August
29th where thanks to a DC Hope Grant for the Bellevue Family Success Center, we gave out
over 2,000 masks and, thanks to many additional generous donors, 475 backpacks filled with
school supplies.
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Partnering for Better Outcomes for Moms and Babies

We are so excited to announce our transformative partnership with MedStar Health in its
DC Safe Babies Safe Moms initiative, creating a holistic and integrated care model. Over the
next five years, our organizations will work together to address the high maternal and infant
mortality rates experienced by families in Washington, DC. The DC Safe Babies Safe Moms
initiative at MedStar Health, made possible by an investment from the A. James & Alice

B. Clark Foundation, brings together nationally recognized experts and care in the fields of
women’s health, family medicine, behavioral health, and pediatrics. Community of Hope

is grateful to MedStar Health and the Clark Foundation for their generous commitment to

ensure pregnant families in DC—regardless of their neighborhood or insurance—will have = - —
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more integrated health care solutions. We look forward to building this new partnership to B e o re o Caulnge
help moms and babies stay healthy for years to come. /n , 0

Golf Fore A Cause

In August, Palmer Properties Group and Balaram Owens of RLAH Real Estate hosted Golf
“Fore” A Cause, which benefitted Community of Hope. While remaining socially distant,
golf enthusiasts and supporters were able to network and golf while raising funds and
awareness to further the mission of Community of Hope. Thank you, PPG and Balaram

\Owens, for supporting our families. We look forward to a continued impactful relationship!
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Connecting with You, Despite Social Distancing

. This fall, gracious friends hosted virtual dinner parties with their network in lieu of
Conversations of Hope our traditional Night of Hope donor reception. These mini-Nights of Hope were

. : fun and interactive moments to learn about the mission and to give. We want to .
. %Xoﬁz/mm/2[(&6&/&'/27 ol give a special thanks to our hosts, all their guests, and our sponsors. :
. Hosts Sponsors :
: Chris and Carole Kerns PNC Bank, Sustainer .

Melissa McGuire and Andy Miller
Linda Feldmann and Ramon de Castro
Amy McNamer and Jim Neill

. Maria and Lee Weber

: Jen and Ray Martz

Keven Vance and Phil Gerson

Horning Brothers, Partner
AmeriHealth Caritas

District of Columbia, Friend
KatzAbosch, Friend

US], Friend

WC Smith, Friend

We invite you—our funders, partners, donors, and volunteers—to a series of Conversations of Hope, webinars to learn more
about Community of Hope’s most innovative initiatives.

: e October 30* at 12 pm — A Bold Vision for Addressing Health Needs of Families Experiencing Homelessness
e November 6 at 12 pm — A Bold Vision for Addressing the Needs of Young Parents Experiencing Homelessness
e November 13* at 12 pm — A Bold Vision for Healthy Moms and Babies in Washington, DC

Visit our website to learn more and register on the date(s) of your choice, https://www.communityofhopedc.org/conversations-hope

(contz’nued from front: Hope with an Unbelievable Miracle \

The doctors informed Kenya that her newborn son had bleeding in his brain, and she needed to prepare for his passing. “I
sat in the hospital room for a while. I told my son, I was sorry and that it’s okay if he wants to move on. I thought it
was my fault.” Kenya left the hospital without her baby and heartbroken. A few days later, the hospital called to tell her
that her son was alive and well, but he would face a long road of special needs and attention. “To be expected to die and
now to be moving his arms, I'm like wow. Since then, he’s been hanging on!”

While Kenya was grateful that her son was okay, her housing situation remained unstable. She continued bouncing
between homes of loved ones with her small family but knew she needed to take control of her housing. She
connected with the Virginia Williams Family Resource Center and was placed in Community of Hope’s Rapid “..I'm
Re-Housing program. This program helps families experiencing homelessness move into their own homes with
short- to medium-term rental assistance, utility assistance, and supportive services. Kenya was also connected .
with employment and community resources. “I was scared I couldn’t do the program. It was the first time I Communzty
was on my own. [ had to pay rent and bills.” Even through Kenya’s many struggles, she knew she had a proven g f Ho pe bas
community-based organization supporting her and remained hopeful and confident. She’s been working with
 1F , . go tten me
her case manager and an employment specialist for about a year to help ensure she’s successful in the program. . 5
With their help, she has learned how to manage her money, created a bill schedule for on-time payments, this f;l?’.
and enrolled in an administration certification program. “My case manager gives me advice and so many
resources no matter what time I reach out. I love that about her. The program has really helped me become stable.”

Today, as a strong mother of two, Kenya and her family are still receiving quality health care from Community of Hope’s
Family Health and Birth Center and dedicated support through the Rapid Re-Housing program. Kenya is now focused
on finishing her administration certificate program so she can eventually work in a medical office, save money, and work
towards buying a house with a backyard. “I want to have a good life so my kids can have a good life. ’'m thankful
Community of Hope has gotten me this far.”
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