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Give the gift of choice to families in our housing 
programs this season by donating Target gift cards to our 
Adopt-A-Family program. Usher in the holiday spirit by  

helping a family choose their own gifts and food this season. 
Each family will receive a $50 gift card, so please consider 

giving in $25 or $50 increments.

Get Involved!
To make an Adopt-A-Family gift or to collect with your 

workplace, church or book club,  
contact development@cohdc.org or visit 

www.communityofhopedc.org/adoptafamily

You don’t have to wear a  
big red suit to spread holiday cheer!

Be inspired by stories of overcoming homelessness. 
Check out our clients’ stories on 

The Washington Post Helping Hand.

Coming Soon!

If you do not wish to receive this publication in the future, please email development@cohdc.org or call 202.407.7753



Newsletter
Fall 2015

“I never lost connection with  
Community of Hope,” she said.  
“It is a place I trust and somewhere 
I have been for years.”

Jacqueline Aird is not intimidated by 
her trips to the doctor and dentist! 

At our Marie Reed Health Center that 
you have supported, she knows that 
the staff will greet her by name and 
that her doctors will talk to her like  
a long-time friend.

The reason why Ms. Aird is so comfortable with the facility, services and staff?  
Because she has been a Community of Hope patient for 35 years.

Ms. Aird got involved with Community of Hope when we were just a small 
health center in the basement of our first homeless shelter on Belmont Street, 
NW, where she and her mother lived. 

Now we are celebrating 35 years of providing compassionate, transformative 
services to families just like Ms. Aird’s. This year, because of your support, 
Community of Hope will give hope to 11,000 patients and 450 families 
emerging from homelessness.

Through the <35> Years
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From the Desk of Kelly Sweeney McShane
Can you believe that 2015 is quickly coming to a close? The weather is getting 
colder and the holidays are looming and while I really enjoy this time of year, for 
many families in the District, winter is an especially vulnerable time. The city’s 
current estimate is that 1,200 families will seek shelter this winter, up from the 
1,000 who did last year. But, with your help over the past year, we’re poised to 
meet our neighbors’ needs in new and innovative ways. 

Over the past 35 years, we’ve become a leader in the District for our work in our 
core competencies of housing and healthcare. Now we’re thrilled to be expanding 
our services to reach the broader community where housing and healthcare  
intersect. We are one of four agencies in the District providing homelessness  
prevention services, tackling the issues that cause homelessness before they force a family into shelter. We are also 
launching our new Healthy Start program which offers in-home supportive services to promote family and child 
health for new mothers and young children. This home visiting program is a natural extension of the individualized 
care we are providing pregnant women.  

These are just a few examples of the ways that we’re working to live out our new tagline – Caring for Families.  
Improving Lives. Leading Change. I am grateful for your ongoing concern and support for the struggles that  
families in our community are facing. 

Thank you for joining us on this journey. 

(Ms. Aird’s story continues on page 3)

With Hope,
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The First Ever Tom Nees Award for Exceptional Service

Hope Happenings

Chris Kerns – Community of Hope board member, volunteer and advocate – always 
says, “This is the most important work you will do every day.”

To mark 35 years of serving the District’s most vulnerable neighbors, we gathered our 
founding members for a reunion. We used that moment to present the first-ever Tom 
Nees Award for Exceptional Service to our champion, Chris Kerns.

The award – given in honor of our founder, Tom Nees – recognizes its recipient for 
his or her long-standing, deeply-impacting service to the women, men and children 
who turn to Community of Hope for help.

For 27 years, Chris’ leadership has built a much needed community for our fami-
lies. He has gone above and beyond in his commitment to charitable giving by 
providing Community of Hope with his extensive knowledge of construction, real 
estate and legal services; connecting us to new partners and donors; and giving us 
his time and attention. His passion for Community of Hope is infectious and  
his heart incredibly big and open.

Gathered around Chris were those whose service helped lay the foundation for Community of Hope, including Bob Sloan and 
Tom Nees, whose vision inspired our beginnings. In Tom’s words, “We came to serve, but found that we were served.”

With this award, we want to thank Chris for being an integral part of Community of Hope’s growth and development.

Chris, through your service, we see hope every day.

Bellevue Back-to-School Bash Success
More than 700 kids, including every child in our housing programs, 
started school with fresh backpacks and school supplies, thanks to 
our friends at Walmart, Gallup, Pepco and The Carlyle Group. Our 
end-of-summer event, a partnership with the William O. Lockridge/
Bellevue Library next door, attracted more than 1,200 neighbors and 
a special visit from Mayor Muriel Bowser!

CenteringPregnancy® Group Care
Thanks to March of Dimes, we are excited to announce the start of 
our CenteringPregnancy® Group Care at both our Conway Health 
and Resource Center and our Family Health and Birth Center. 
Centering® provides a dynamic atmosphere for interactive prena-
tal care for expecting mothers. CareFirst BlueCross BlueShield is 
partnering to ensure that mothers in Ward 8 receive additional sup-
portive services including lactation and care coordination.

Homelessness Prevention Program
We are proud to be one of four Homelessness Prevention Program 
providers in the District. Located in our Conway Health and  
Resource Center, our new program seeks to ensure that families 
most likely to enter the shelter system are supported with services 
and financial assistance to stay stably housed in the community.

Celebrating 35 years of service: 
Chris Kerns, Kelly Sweeney McShane, 

Founder Tom Nees and Founding Board 
Chair Bob Sloan

“We came to serve, but found that we were served.”  
- Tom Nees, Founder



When Ms. Aird first came to us for school physicals as a 16 year old, we had just become recognized as a non-profit  
organization. When she gave birth to her son and brought him in for primary care, we had just renovated our Girard Street 
Apartments to serve 20 homeless families. When she came to seek help for her diabetes, Community of Hope had just opened 
our largest health center, the Conway Health and Resource Center in Ward 8. 

As Ms. Aird reached her life milestones, Community of Hope was right there, growing with her. 

“I feel like I owe it to Community of Hope to do better.”

Since her involvement with Community of Hope, she has received many wraparound services including a health coach,  
diabetes group care and therapy. Today, she continues to come in for regular check-ups and chats with longtime physician, 
Dr. Thompson. “When people talk about their doctor, I just smile because I am with Community of Hope.”
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Community of Hope President and CEO Kelly Sweeney McShane, 
Community of Hope client speaker Alyce McFarland, top sponsor Bill 

Conway of the Bedford Falls Foundation, Host Committee Chair Andrea Miano, 
and emcee Lesli Foster took the stage to share words of gratitude and hope.

Top: Lisa Marie O’Quinn, Joan Newton, Gary Newton, 
Matthew Blumenstein, Mallory and Diana Walker
Bottom: Mary Kate Cary, Katharine Weymouth, 

Carolyn Niles, Andrea Miano, Rob Cary, Allison and 
Dave Brigati, Kevin Hodges

continued from front: Through the <35> Years

On October 8, 375 Community of Hope friends, neighbors and partners came together to celebrate our 35th anniversary of 
serving the District’s most vulnerable residents. Held at The Roof Terrace at 101 Constitution Avenue, guests enjoyed a beautiful 
evening with signature cocktails, hors d’oeuvres, a Give Hope auction and stunning views of the US Capitol and National Mall. 

We are truly grateful for our top sponsors, Bill Conway of the Bedford Falls Foundation, and the Jane Bancroft Robinson 
Foundation; to our emcee, Lesli Foster, WUSA9 News; and to our reason for being there, Ms. Alyce McFarland, whose 
resilience is an inspiration to us all. With your generous support, we raised over $325,000!

Because you give hope, our families have hope. Thank you.

“I was empty inside and had to be refilled.  
That is what Communtity of Hope did for me.”

- Alyce McFarland, client speaker


